
RESOLUTION NUMBER 119 

HONORING JEANETTE CULPEPPER  

 
 

WHEREAS, we pause today to express our sadness and offer condolences to the family and friends of Jeanette 

Culpepper, who was called to her reward October 17, 2021; and  

 

WHEREAS, Jeanette Culpepper was an amazing woman; after losing her 22 year old son, Curtis Johnson, Jr., 

to gun violence in 1991, she became a tireless advocate for violence prevention and a champion for the families 

of crime victims; and 

 
WHEREAS, Jeanette Culpepper teamed up with Williams Temple Church of God In Christ and for decades 

after her son’s death, she hosted a candlelight vigil every New Year’s Eve at the sanctuary to acknowledge 

individuals lost to violence that year; this year will mark the vigil’s 30th anniversary; and  

 
WHEREAS, Jeanette Culpepper was a regular visitor to city hall; over the years she made it her mission to tell 

her story to mayors, aldermen, office holders and employees, using her voice to represent the hundreds of 

families effected by crime; she is responsible for handwriting thousands of cards to the loved ones of homicide 

victims—she wanted them to know that they had not been forgotten and their child’s name would be read at the 

Annual Candlelight Vigil on New Year’s Eve; and 

 

WHEREAS, for many years, Jeanette Culpepper drove a bus for Bi-State and safety was a priority for her and 

her riders; most recently, she founded the nonprofit organization Families Advocating for Safe Streets to 

confront the epidemic of traffic violence by advocating for life-saving changes and providing support to those 

who have been impacted by crashes; and  

 

WHEREAS, she was kind person throughout her life. As a teenager she would pick up her younger friends as 

she would walk to school to ensure that they made it safely. She also displayed her creative talents at the local 

Mid-City Community Center where she worked with area singers which included Senegalese musician Mor 

Thiam, father of Akon; and  

 

WHEREAS, in the words of her granddaughter Asia Johnson: “She stood up for what she believed in, she 

fought for what she believed in, she advocated for not only herself being a mother, losing a child to gun 

violence, but she advocated for all those mothers, all those fathers, and all those children that lost their parents 

to gun violence”; her grandmother was a hero; she was strong, generous, supportive, and selfless. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that upon 

learning of the passing of Jeanette Culpepper, we pause to add our names to the rolls of people grieving her 

loss, but celebrating her as a champion for families of crime victims. We further direct the Clerk of this Board 

to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to prepare a memorial copy to 

the end that it may be presented to the family of Jeanette Culpepper at a time and place deemed appropriate by 

the Sponsor. 

 
Introduced this 29th day of October, 2021 by: 

Honorable Lewis E. Reed, President St. Louis City Board of Aldermen 

The Honorable Dwinderlin Evans, Alderwoman 4th Ward  

The Honorable Christine Ingrassia, Alderwoman 6th Ward  

The Honorable Annie Rice, Alderwoman 8th Ward  

The Honorable Anne Schweitzer, Alderwoman 13th Ward  

The Honorable Carol Howard, Alderwoman 14th Ward  

The Honorable Megan E. Green, Alderwoman 15th Ward 



The Honorable Thomas Oldenburg, Alderman 16th Ward  

The Honorable Marlene Davis, Alderwoman 19th Ward  

The Honorable John Muhammad, Alderman 21st Ward  

The Honorable Jeffrey Boyd, Alderman 22nd Ward  

The Honorable Joseph Vaccaro, Alderman 23rd Ward 

The Honorable Bret Narayan, Alderman 24th Ward  

The Honorable Shane Cohn, Alderman 25th Ward  

The Honorable Shameem Clark Hubbard, Alderwoman 26th Ward  

The Honorable Pamela Boyd, Alderwoman 27th Ward 

 

 

Adopted this 29th day of October, 2021 as attested by 

 

 

 

 

_______________________    __________________________ 

Terry Kennedy     Lewis E. Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 


